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tǊŀȅŜǊǎ ϧ tǊŀƛǎŜǎ 
/ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ 
Rick Jalling - friend of Sarah 

Flohr; husband of Deb (Kapitany) 
Jalling; cancer 

Randy Lehl - brother of Kelly Lehl, 
health concerns 

Boyd Simonson - father of Mike 
Simonson, health concerns 

Mike Meinhardt - brother-in-law of 
Amy Van Dreel, cancer 

LouAnn Mitchel - friend of Barb & 
Kelly Lehl, health concerns 

Eli Huettl- grandson of Pat Gross-
man, cancer 

Richard Croke - stroke 
Barb Lehl - health concerns 
Stephanie Nelson - cousin of Mar-

ta Wesenick, recurrent ovarian 
cancer 

Azim & Hamida and their families 
Leonard Blank - father of Trista Jo 

Westphal 
Bonnie Robertson - aunt of Dixie 

Hill, hospice 
Patricia Erb - sister of Kelly Lehl, 

stroke and cancer 
Pastor Dean Desilet - friend of 

Pastor Chuck, cancer 
Jerry Carls - friend of Tom Luba, 

cancer 
Paul Dobrydnia - friend of Tom 

Luba, recovering from a stroke 
Jaxson Empey - nephew of 

Woody Haag 
Juliette Ort - granddaughter of 

Lisa & Donn Howard; leukemia 
Dixie Hill - health concerns 

Septemberôs Joy of Giving is to 
Lutheran World Relief 

 

Lutheran World Relief saves and improves lives in the poorest parts of the 

world. We will persist until your love reaches every neighbor. 

Hereôs how LWR is working to end poverty: 
 

Rural Economies and Agricultural Livelihoods 
We partner with communities to create jobs and develop productive, 

inclusive and resilient economies rooted in agriculture. 
 

Environment 
We promote sustainable farming practices so farmers and agribusiness-
es can improve productivity while conserving their natural resources. 

 

Humanitarian Assistance 
We respond to natural disasters and complex crises, helping people 
recover, rebuild and reduce their vulnerabilities to future shocks. 

Blessed to be a blessing! Lutheran World Relief 
numbers are finalized! Our biggest numbers ever!!!! 
 

We had our quilt and kit blessing last Sunday and it had 
some record breaking numbers. 

§ 226 quilts were completed, this group meets Thursdays 
10AM - 12noon in the fellowship hall. 

§ 73 personal health kits were completed, these are col-
lected during the season of Lent by the congregation. 

§ 75 school kits were completed, these kits were assem-
bled during August and September by the congregation. 

 

We recorded 2,900 hours of volunteer work hours for quilts, 
although that number is likely higher. 
 

Thank you to all who have donated items for these mis-
sions. Thank you to the quilters who come and work each 
Thursday. Thank you to the Becher and Newton clan who 
will transport our boxes to First English in Appleton for the 
Fox Valley area in-gathering on Oct 3rd. 

tel://920-982-5833
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High School Musical is coming to the New 
London High School on October 3rd and 5th at 
7:00 PM and October 4th at 1:00 PM. We are 
encouraging everyone to go and enjoy them-
selves! Letôs support our community's youth. 

(See the flyer later in this news,) 





Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot 
change because of what their parents were and did, 
or who think they cannot reverse their own previous 
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and 
live. 
 
1
The word of the L  came to me: 

2
What do you 

mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, ñThe parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the childrenôs teeth are set on edgeò? 

3
As I live, says 

the Lord G , this proverb shall no more be used by 
you in Israel. 

4
Know that all lives are mine; the life of 

the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is 
only the person who sins who shall die. 
 
25
Yet you say, ñThe way of the Lord is unfair.ò Hear 

now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not 
your ways that are unfair? 

26
When the righteous turn 

away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed, they shall die. 

27
Again, when the wicked 

turn away from the wickedness they have committed 
and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 

28
Because they considered and turned away 

from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. 

29
Yet the 

house of Israel says, ñThe way of the Lord is unfair.ò 
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
 
30
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of 

you according to your ways, says the Lord G . Re-
pent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. 

31
Cast away from you all 

the transgressions that you have committed against 

me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 

32
For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord G . 
Turn, then, and live. 
 
Psalm 25:1-9 
1
To you, O L , 

 I lift up my soul. 
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to 

shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

 rather let those be put to shame who are treacher-
ous. 
4
Show me your ways, O L , 

 and teach me your paths. 
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all the day long. 
6
Remember, O L , your compassion and love, 

 for they are from everlasting. 
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-

gressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and 
for the sake of your goodness, O L . 
8
You are gracious and upright, O L ; 

 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9
You lead the lowly in justice 

 and teach the lowly your way. 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-
seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that 
extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient 
death on the cross. Christôs selfless perspective is to 
be the essential perspective we share as the founda-
tion for Christian accord. 
 



1
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consola-

tion from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any ten-
der affection and sympathy, 

2
make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 

3
Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard oth-
ers as better than yourselves. 

4
Let each of you look 

not to your own interests but to the interests of oth-
ers. 

5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, 
 
6
who, though he existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 
7
but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  

8
he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of deathð 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 
9
Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 
10
so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
11
and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
12
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 

obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more 
now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 

13
for it is God who is at work in 

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple 
(21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is 
questioned by the religious leaders, who are sup-
posed to be in charge of the temple. 
 
23
When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching and said, ñBy what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?ò  
24
Jesus said to them, ñI will also ask you one ques-

tion; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. 

25
Did the bap-

tism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?ò And they argued with one another, ñIf we 
say, óFrom heaven,ô he will say to us, óWhy, then, did 
you not believe him?ô 

26
But if we say, óOf human 

origin,ô we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John 
as a prophet.ò 

27
So they answered Jesus, ñWe do 

not know.ò And he said to them, ñNeither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
28
ñWhat do you think? A man had two sons; he went 

to the first and said, óSon, go and work in the vine-
yard today.ô 

29
He answered, óI will not,ô but later he 

changed his mind and went. 
30
The father went to the 

second and said the same, and he answered, óI go, 
sir,ô but he did not go. 

31
Which of the two did the will 

of his father?ò They said, ñThe first.ò Jesus said to 
them, ñTruly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 
of you. 

32
For John came to you in the way of right-

eousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even 
after you saw it you did not change your minds and 
believe him.ò 

Serving at worship this 
Sunday - September 27 

 

Ushers 
Steve Dyreson, Woody Haag 

 

Lector 
Terry Wegner 

 

Communion Assistant 
Patty Dyreson 

 

Musician 
Alive Band 

 

Slides 
Mark Moser 

 

Livestream 
Randy Cleveland 

 

Altar Guild 
Carol Cleveland, Cindy Wolford 

Readings and Psalm for October 4 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
The song of the vineyard 

Psalm 80:7-15 
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and 
tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
Nothing surpasses the value of knowing Christ 

Matthew 21:33-46 
The parable of the vineyard ownerôs son 
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Philippians 2 

Today I would like to focus upon our second reading, 
Philippians chapter two, verses 12 and 13. 

ñ...work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling, for it is GOD who is at work in you, enabling 
you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.ò 

This passage has special meaning for me, as this 
text was one I used for the first sermon I ever deliv-
ered. I was a student at UW Madison and involved 
with Lutheran Campus Ministry. There were two pas-
tors and a lay minister who led worship throughout 
the school year, but during the summer months they 
gave students the opportunity to preach. Since I was 
living on campus that summer, as I was taking a 
summer school class, and I was pursuing seminary, I 
decided to take advantage of that opportunity. It was 
kind of scary, but I figured Iôm going to need any ex-
perience I could get before I start seminary. 

I had always been intrigued by the belief that Jesus 
was God come up us in the flesh, and the idea that 
following Jesus is about following his example of hu-
mility and sacrifice.  

So I took this on. 

As I was struggling with writing the sermon, I will 
never forget the wise words of advice a pastor gave 
me. He was a retired pastor serving as the interim at 
the Lutheran Church next door. He told me, ñyour 
performance does not need to be stellar, but it does 
need to be faithful.ò 

These words have stuck with me ever since. 

It is not about my performance. It is about trusting 
that God will work. 

A few years later another pastor, my teaching parish 
supervisor, just before the second sermon I ever 
gave, told me ñRelax, and let God speak through 
you.ò 

I am grateful for the wise counsel these as well as 
many other pastors have given me over the years. 

Reminders that it was not all about me. ñ...work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
GOD who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.ò 



Paul wrote these words to the Philippians from pris-
on. As he is sitting there not knowing how much time 
he has left, he is doing all he can to encourage a 
struggling church to stay unified and focus upon Je-
sus. 

He instructs them to focus on Jesus and to orient 
their lives around him. Not only is Christ an example, 
he embodies Godôs will and work for humanity, and 
so deservedly is the object of our devotion. 

He includes what is believed by many to be an early 
hymn of Jesusô humiliation and exultation. 

Paul is concerned here with how ñsavedò (believing) 
people live out their salvation here and now in the 
world. And these are matters of obedience, humility, 
and public witness. 

Paulôs purpose is primarily to give a pattern of think-
ing and living for believers in Philippi ð one ground-
ed in the way of Jesus. 

Notice he says ñwork OUTò not ñwork FORò your sal-
vation. 

Jesus has already done the work of reconciling us to 
God. 

Jesus set aside his glory to become one of us, expe-
riencing the humiliation of the cross, and then God 
raised him and exulted him so that he is with us al-
ways. 

How do we respond to this? 

Stay focused upon Jesus. 

Remember that his death and resurrection have al-
ready done the work of salvation for us. 

It is not up to us to save the world. 

We cannot of our own abilities further the kingdom. 

Instead, we remember that HE is the one working 
through us. 

We live our lives trusting in him and his mercy. 

He gives us what we need to live out our callings. 

Let go and let him work. 

The way of Jesus is always the way to go! Amen. 

Serving at worship next 
Sunday - October 4 

 

Ushers 
Dawn Hess, Bill Krejcarek 

 

Lector 
Cindy Wolford 

 

Communion Assistant 
Cindy Wolford 

 

Musician 
Sally McCormick 

 

Slides 
Ron Flohr 

 

Livestream 
Terry Lathrop 

 

Altar Guild 
Anita Simonson, Hazel Hoier 




