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View Hillfrom the

In April, the Wolf River saw historical 
water levels much higher than any 
previous record. The devastation of 
homes, businesses, roads and bridges 
was heart breaking. We feel for those 
affected and hope that everyone has been 
able to recover from the damage. While 
we hope that flooding on this scale does 
not happen again, there are benefits to 
normal flooding in the spring.

Rivers like the Wolf have an area on either 
side of the banks called a floodplain. A 
floodplain is a low-lying, flat area of land 
adjacent to a river, stream or body of water 
that is naturally susceptible to periodic 
flooding. In the spring when snow melts, 
water levels rise and spill over the banks 
into the floodplain. However, before long 
the waters recede and the ground dries 
as summer vegetation takes over. This 
temporary flooding has several important 
functions in our ecosystem.

For fish, this becomes a hatchery 
providing protected habitat. Some species 
will move into this temporary water body 
to spawn so that eggs are protected from 
predators and swift currents. Newly 
hatched fry (juvenile fish) also have more 
protection and access to more food than 
they would in the larger water bodies.

For plants, the f looding brings in 
sediment and minerals that help fertilize 
the soil. The saturated soil also retains 

moisture that trees and herbaceous 
plants would otherwise not be able to 
access. Flooding creates disturbance 
that knocks down old trees and opens 
the canopy allowing more light to reach 
the ground. Different plant species are 
able to grow and habitats become more 
varied. More variety in plant species 
means biodiversity increases, and this 
benefits wildlife (more food, cover and 
other resources).

Lastly, f looding creates a temporary 
habitat for migrating waterfowl. The 
timing is perfect as these species move 
north. Additional water bodies act as rest 
stops for these birds.

Unfortunately, climate change is going 
to make our weather patterns less 
predictable. There will be greater periods 
of drought and more severe storms that 
will increase the likelihood of flooding. 
A little f looding is good; it promotes 
biodiversity, supports plant and animal 
communities and is a vital ecosystem 
function. We don’t want to see frequent 
historic flood levels and the devastation 
we saw this spring. It is important that we 
are all good stewards of our environment 
and support causes that protect our 
environment.

Our Mission
The Friends of 
Mosquito Hill (FOMH)
support, promote and 
enhance Mosquito 
Hill Nature Center 
(MHNC). We realize 
this mission through 
volunteerism, 
fundraising and our 
shared passion for 
nature.

Published by
Friends of Mosquito 
Hill, Inc. 
New London, WI
www.mosquitohill.org

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Instagram: 
mosquitohillnaturecenter

Follow Mosquito Hill 
Nature Center!

When Floods Aren’t Destructive,  
They Can Be Beneficial

by Adam “Doc” Brandt

Note: Due to staffing changes, there will be 
fewer printed newsletters in 2026.
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$250,000 Raised for Exhibit Displays
By Ron Gedemer, FOMH Acting President

Thank you to Friends of Mosquito Hill (FOMH) members and other capital 
campaign donors. As contribution to the overall cost of updated Mosquito 
Hill Nature Center (MHNC) displays, FOMH presented a check to MHNC 
on April 27 in the amount of $250,000.

Raising $250K for a small nonprofit organization is not a minor 
undertaking; it’s a significant accomplishment. Looking back, a fund 
for upgraded displays started circa 2015 and an announcement was 
made by FOMH in 2018 for the “Connecting People with Nature Capital 
Campaign” to raise $1 million to cover the cost of new MHNC displays 
and other enhancements. FOMH recognized quickly the steep learning 
curve and considerable time needed to 
raise this amount. We learned about the 
number of nonprofits seeking funding, 
the average size of a donation received by 
a small nonprofit and became educated 
on the grant seeking process, etc. Not 
much seemed to be in our favor.

A professional nonprofit fundraiser 
highlighted the importance of a capital 
campaign having realistic objectives for 
success. The professional’s belief was 
that FOMH’s chance of raising $1 million 
was near zero.

Time to reload. In 2021, a readjusted campaign for $250K was announced 
and focused on displays only. This was maybe doable but still a long 
way from a slam dunk. Nervous moments were ahead as we worked on 
achieving the goal. What FOMH lacked in finesse, it more than made up 
for with tenacity. There were some members who simply were not going 
to be denied reaching the goal. It is rare to see that type of commitment!

Looking back, it is hard to recall all the challenges. But for those who 
were in the boat, there were many times it appeared it might sink. 
Perseverance won out, and it was with a feeling of accomplishment that 
$250K was passed on to Outagamie County. Someone recently said they 
were thanked for their role in the capital campaign. They further said 
they were embarrassed because they felt their role was too insignificant 
to be recognized. It can be stated that no role or donation was too small. 
Every act, positive thought or donation was necessary. Period. To all who 
contributed in any way, thank you, give yourself a pat on the back for a job 
well done and enjoy the new displays. You were part of the achievement.

Printed at the entrance to the exhibit hall:

PARTNERS 
With heartfelt gratitude, we extend our deepest appreciation to these 

generous donors for their invaluable support and commitment.
The full list of donors may be viewed at the Nature Center.

New Displays…
Behind the 

Scenes
•	March 2023: Solicitation posted 

for display designs

•	May 2023: Design contract 
awarded to Riggs Ward 
(Richmond, VA) and design 
elements began

•	June 2024: Solicitation posted 
for display fabrication and 
installation, but all bids were 
above budget

•	August 2024: Back to the 
drawing board–MHNC staff and 
Riggs Ward reworked design to 
reduce total construction cost

•	April 2025: Revised project 
guidelines posted and new bids 
received

•	May 2025: Construction contract 
was awarded to COST of 
Wisconsin, Inc. (Jackson, WI)

•	June 2025: Construction began 
offsite at COST of Wisconsin’s 
facility

•	February 2026: Installation 
began at the nature center

•	April 2026: Installation was 
completed

•	April 25, 2026: New exhibit wing 
opened

Board member and former board 
president, Dave Wuebben, presents 
the check to Naturalist Adam “Doc” 
Brandt.–Photo by CJ Johnson

Prairie tunnel photo by Gregory Prellwitz, 
Gregory T. Photography



View from the Hill | Summer & Fall 2026 | 3

What comes to mind when you think of a pond? A 
small muddy pool of water with cattails and a few fish? 
Actually, a pond is a miniature world busy with life! 
By definition, it is a small, shallow body of still water 
where light can reach the bottom, allowing plants to 
grow all the way across. It has a perfectly balanced, 
self-sustaining community with life ranging from 
the microscopic level to large wildlife. Each organism 
must depend on all others for survival.

Ponds have three major zones where different kinds of 
organisms live. The edge near the shore is the “littoral 
zone.” This area is shallow where the water meets 
the land. It provides a lot of structures for smaller 
animals to hide. Plants like reeds and cattails are 
rooted in the bottom and are able to reach out of the 
water into the air. Animals like frogs and small fish 
occupy this region, and many species lay eggs and 
rear their young in the littoral zone. Away from the 
edges is the “limnetic zone.” This is the top layer in 
the center of a pond with open water and full sun. 
Since the water is deeper here, plant roots can’t reach 
the bottom and most vegetation is floating. Common 
bladderwort and common duckweed dominate while 
bigger fish patrol under the surface. The last layer is 
the “benthic zone.” This is the bottom of the deepest 
part of the pond. Here very little light penetrates 
through the water and reaches the floor. As a result, 
this area is somewhat dark and contains little oxygen 
but has many nutrients from materials sinking and 
decomposing.

Ponds are very important and provide many ecosystem 
services. Despite their small size, they support 
a wide variety of species and are biodiversity hot 
spots. Research has shown that a clean, unpolluted 
pond can support more species than rivers or lakes. 
During heavy rains and spring thaws, ponds can act 
like sponges holding excess water and preventing 

surrounding areas from flash flooding. They act as 
filters for water to penetrate the ground and replenish 
aquifers. They also are carbon sinks. As plants and 
animals decompose, they fall to the bottom and 
get locked away in the deep mud rather than being 
released into the atmosphere as CO2.

Like many other habitats, ponds are vulnerable, 
and human activity negatively impacts health and 
stability of pond ecosystems. The filtering feature 
that makes them so valuable is also what puts them 
at risk. When it rains, lawn fertilizers and other 
hazardous chemicals on surrounding land run off 
and are deposited into ponds. The excess nutrients, 
called “eutrophication,” can cause algae blooms that 
block light and choke out life underneath.

Invasive species are also a tremendous problem. In 
such a small ecosystem, the balance is very delicate, 
and a new species with no natural predators can 
quickly out-compete native species for space and 
resources. If aquarium pets like goldfish or aquarium 
plants like Eurasian water-milfoil are released into 
ponds, the invasives can quickly take over. What was 
a healthy and biodiverse pond now contains only a 
few species and cannot effectively sustain much life.

It is important to do your part to protect ponds and 
other aquatic habitats. Limit or eliminate the use of 
fertilizers and chemicals on lawns. Consider building 
a small pond on your property. Or simply take a 
moment to look closely and appreciate the complex 
world alive in a pond the next time you walk past one.

Beneath the Lily Pads: 
Exploring the Hidden World of Pond Ecosystems

By Adam “Doc” Brandt

Naturalist’s Corner
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MOSQUITO HILL
N A T U R E  C E N T E R

Calendar
of Events www.mosquitohill.com

Please note: Advance registration and payment are required for all programs. To register and pay online, please visit: https://
friends-of-mosquito-hill.square.site/program-registration. You may also register over the phone and pay by credit card or 
mail your check payable to MHNC. To check the status of a program, visit www.mosquitohill.com or our Facebook page (@
MosquitoHillNatureCenter). Please contact us with questions at 920.779.6433 or mosquitohill@outagamie.org.

Full Moon Hike with 
NEWSTAR
August 29
8:30 – 11:30 PM

We are offering full moon hikes this 
year, which will feature sky viewing and 
telescopes from NEWSTAR, marked trails 
for a night hike and Barlow Planetarium’s 
inflatable portable planetarium. We 
hope you all will join us for these exciting 
programs.

Planetarium Show
Did an Asteroid Really Kill the 
Dinosaurs?
August 29

8:30 PM and 9:45 PM
Family friendly and suitable for all ages. This 
event will occur regardless of weather.

Space is limited so get your tickets ASAP!
Cost: $5.00/person, FOMH Members free

Nature’s Nurture: 
Senior Seminar Series
First Wednesday of each 
month: August 5, September 2, 

October 7 | 11:00 AM
Each month, one of our naturalists will 
present a new nature topic. Join us to learn 
something new and socialize! This event 
is ideal for retirees looking for educational 

opportunities. Free coffee and pastries will 
be available for you to enjoy!

August: Unusual Animal Behaviors

September: Magnificent Migrations
Cost: No charge

Summer Drop-In 
Programs
Sundays: August 9 & 23
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Join a Mosquito Hill naturalist this summer 
and explore various nature-themed topics 
through fun activities and crafts! This is 
family-friendly programming for all ages. 
Stop by, or “drop in,” between 11:00 AM and 
1:00 PM on the listed Sundays for a little 
learning, quick activity and some summer 
fun. Topics and activities will be announced 
on our Facebook page closer to the dates of 
the programs.
Cost: Free

Apps for Nature Lovers 
Workshop
Saturday, August 8
1:00 – 3:00 PM

You can either fight technology or you 
can embrace it. Many people seek nature 
to disconnect from their electronics, but 
sometimes those devices can make your 
experience even more enjoyable. Have 

you ever heard a bird call and wondered 
what species it was? Looked at a flower 
and struggled to correctly identify it with 
your pocket field guide? In this workshop, 
we’ll guide you through different smart 
phone applications that can actually help 
you connect more with nature. A smart 
phone and ability to download free apps is 
required. Don’t worry, we’ll help you if you 
aren’t very tech savvy! This workshop will 
begin indoors and then move outside for a 
short hike to try out the applications.
Cost: $5.00/person, FOMH Members free

Pine Needle/Sweet 
Grass Basket 
Workshop
Sunday, August 23

11:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Join Debra Morningstar, Oneida artist and 
storyteller, and learn the basics of pine 
needle coiling. Native people have been 
coiling baskets since the beginning of time. 
While creating their own pine needle basket, 
participants will learn about the various 
types of pine trees, their geographical 
regions and the indigenous people who 
harvested their needles. All materials will 
be provided. Participants are welcome to 
bring lunch or snacks. Coffee and tea will be 
available.
Cost: $50.00/person (adults only, 8 
participants maximum!)
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Honey Sunday
Sunday, September 20
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
This is a great opportunity to 

learn about honey extraction, beekeeping, 
cooking with honey and pollinator 
gardening. There will be concessions and 
children’s crafts as well as honey sundaes, 
a bake sale, and honey and beekeeping 
products available for sale.
Cost: FREE

Harvest Moon
Saturday, October 10
5:00 – 8:00 PM
It’s here: Harvest Moon Festival 2026! Join 
us for fall color at the Hill with pumpkin-lit 
hikes and wagon rides. This is a favorite 
event for many; do not miss the fun. This is 
a non-scary event for families and children. 
We will feature buttons, face painting, food 
trucks, crafts, s’mores around the campfire 
and more. Whether you attend or volunteer, 
your support is greatly appreciated. More 
information will be available on social 
media as we get closer to the event.
Cost: FREE

Volunteer Day at the Hill
Saturday, October 24
Volunteers are needed for brush removal. 
Details for the day will be shared on social 
media as we have the plan in place.

Hello! My name is Madie DeMarco
I’m grateful to join the team at Mosquito Hill Nature Center and Outagamie 
Parks as a naturalist. In my role, I will be executing land management 
projects, assisting with education and conducting public outreach!

I went to UW-Madison and 
graduated in 2023 with a B.S. in 
conservation biology. I have work 
experience collecting vegetation 
data in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem, surveying endangered 
bird species along the Rio Grande 
in New Mexico, conducting wildlife 
habitat management with the 
Wisconsin DNR in Janesville and 
executing ecological restoration 
with Dane County Parks.

I’m excited to learn more about the 
biodiversity at Mosquito Hill and 
engage with the community over 
nature! Outside of work, I enjoy 
gardening, biking, backpacking, 
going to concerts and making art.

•	Bird feeders for the garden 
outside the office

•	Critter baffles to keep 
squirrels and racoons away 
from bird feeders

•	Empty bird seed bags/
mesh plastic bags for seed 
collecting

•	Small garden snips for seed 
collecting

•	Fiskars Bypass Pruner, 5/8 
inch cutting capacity, or 
similar

•	Clear storage bins for craft 
items

•	Extension cords – external 
and internal

•	Power strips
•	Tweezers for crafting 

projects
•	Work gloves for volunteers
•	Gift cards of any 

denomination to
	- Festival Foods (New 
London)

	- Fleet Farm
	- Kwik Trip
	- Menards
	- New London Building 
Supply

	- Office Max
	- Petco
	- Tractor Supply Co.
	- Wal-Mart

Wish List

Save the Date!
The Friends of 
Mosquito Hill will be 
hosting a Nature Art 
Auction on Friday, November 13. 
This fundraiser will support upgrading 
the Playscape at Mosquito Hill to improve 
playtime for kids. Please plan to come 
enjoy hors d’oeuvres, wine and beer as 
you raise an auction paddle to bid! More 
details will be posted on Facebook closer 
to the event date.

November
13

Nature Art Auction

Heidelberg PDF Report
Grayscale image resolution 135.5 dpi is below 200.0 dpi
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WRAL’s Rotating Art Gallery  
at Mosquito Hill

By Melissa Mulroy, WRAL Member

The Wolf River Art League (WRAL) is happy to announce our latest featured 
artist for the Rotating Wall of Art at Mosquito Hill Nature Center (MHNC), William 
Aubrey. Bill is a member of the WRAL and is skilled in many categories…from 
boat building to wood carving, from photography to monoprint, even drawing 
with pencil on paper, and pen on wood. His art 
will be displayed from June until September 
2026 at the MHNC.

Bill’s interest in art began as a child; he credits 
his mother having the kids do art projects at 
home. Born in West Bend, Bill’s family lived in 
several midwestern states before moving back 
to Wisconsin and settling in Oshkosh. He now 
resides in Hortonville. While a student at UW-
Milwaukee, he took several art courses and 
graduated with a degree in architecture. For more than 25 years, Bill has 
been drawing and painting as a hobby. He has enjoyed entering local art fairs, 
progressing to galleries and art centers. We are happy to showcase Bill’s work.

Retirement of Amy Cutter
By Adam “Doc” Brandt

While we are sad to see her go, we want 
to wish Amy Cutter all the best in her 
retirement. Amy joined Mosquito Hill 
Nature Center (MHNC) in 2022 as the 
Office & Volunteer Coordinator.

She took on the roles and responsibilities 
previously held by two different people. 
She effectively managed a tremendous 
amount of work each day and always 
with a smile. Amy in many ways became 
the face of MHNC and the Friends of 
Mosquito Hill (FOMH). She greeted field 

trip groups as they came through the doors, chatted with visitors and fielded 
phone calls to ensure folks received quick answers to their nature questions.

She assisted with many of the FOMH operations during a time of transition. 
Among many tasks, she was vital in record keeping, membership data entry and 
acknowledgments and ensuring the newsletter was published and distributed.

Her absence from MHNC has been noticed. Many visitors come in asking if she 
is in hoping for a friendly conversation only to be disappointed to learn of her 
retirement. There is no shortage of visitors who saw Amy as an appreciated part 
of their visit to Mosquito Hill. Amy helped make the nature center a welcoming 
place, and she will be missed.

Photo submitted by WRAL

Staff photo
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Volunteer
Voice “In summer, the song sings itself.”

- William Carlos Williams

Twenty plus years ago, I began my volunteer 
opportunities at Mosquito Hill Nature Center (MHNC) 
while teaching in the New London School District. 
Coordinating with one of the naturalists, my 5th grade 
students were involved in a variety of service projects. 
It was an enriching opportunity for them to experience 
that not all classrooms have four walls.

Upon retirement, I knew volunteering at MHNC would 
be my next job! Volunteer opportunities at MHNC are 
endless, enriching and rewarding. I’ve worked with 
school groups; monitored monarchs with aspiring 
butterfly enthusiasts who presented at the University of 
Minnesota; volunteered at Harvest Moon, Winter Family 
Fun Day, Make and Take, Earth Day, and numerous 
fundraiser events; assisted in the office and Memory 
Café, to name a few.

MHNC volunteer opportunities allow for flexibility in my 
busy schedule. More importantly, they provide me and 

by Ann Drzewiecki

Need Help with Outdoor Questions?
Bird and Other Wildlife

•	Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary, Green Bay, 
920.391.3671–https://www.greenbaywi.gov/
WLS

•	Raptor Education Group Incorporated, 
Antigo, clinic: 715.623.4015, https://www.
raptoreducationgroup.org/about-1

•	Animal Help Now app – emergency resource 
for locating wildlife rehabilitators across the 
country, download the app on your phone: 
https://ahnow.org/

•	Pollinator Partnership – promotes the health of 
pollinators through conservation, education, 
and research: https://www.pollinator.org/

Native Plants
•	Extension County Offices: find the office in your 

county at https://counties.extension.wisc.edu/
•	Wild Ones: nursery list https://

nativegardendesigns.wildones.org/nursery-list/
•	Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: 

resources for native planting: https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/topic/endangeredresources/
nativeplants

Photo submitted by Ann Drzewiecki

those I volunteer with endless indoor and outdoor 
hands-on learning and never-ending educational 
opportunities to stay connected with Mother Earth.
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