
Sunday, September 28 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Sunday School 10 AM 

 Support & Service/TW-ELCA Women 
10 AM 

 Trinity Times 10 AM 
 

Monday, September 29 

 Office Hours 9 AM - 1 PM 
  

Tuesday, September 30 
 

Wednesday, October 1 

 WIC 9 AM 

 Confirmation 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, October 2 

 Adult Bible Study 9 AM 

 Quilting 10 AM 

 Comfort Crafts & Friends 6 PM 
 

Friday, October 3 
 

Saturday, October 4 
 

Sunday, October 5 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Sunday School 10 AM 

 Trinity Times 10 AM 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

8 AM - 12 noon 
Other times by appointment 

 

Trinity Tidings 

R E V .  D R .  C H A R L E S  T H O M P S O N ,  P A S T O R  9 2 0 - 2 7 3 - 5 1 0 5 ;  
P A S T O R . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  
S E C R E T A R Y :  A M Y  V A N  D R E E L  T R I N I T Y . N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  

T R I N I T Y  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H ,  E L C A  
7 0 9  W  B E C K E R T  R D  

N E W  L O N D O N ,  W I  5 4 9 6 1  
W W W . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N . C O M  

T R I N I T Y . N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  
9 2 0 - 9 8 2 - 5 8 3 3  

September 25, 2025 

Trinity Times after worship is 
a great time to catch up with 
each other! 
 
We need people to make this 
fellowship opportunity happen! 
Please see the sign up in the 
Trinity Times area to make coffee, 
host and clean up, and bring 
snacks. 

Community Meals served 247 
meals! Thank you to those who 
packed, prepared, distributed, 

delivered and donated! 

Due to an early morning 
appointment, office hours on 

Monday, September 29 
will be closer to 9 AM - 1 PM. 

tel://920-273-5105
mailto:pastor.trinitynewlondon@gmail.com
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
http://WWW.TRINITYNEWLONDON.COM
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833


 Family & friends of Dawn Haag as they 
mourn her passing 

 Holly Bodway - upcoming surgery 
 Leonard Blank - father of Trista Jo West-

phal 
 Jodie Laatsch - cancer 
 Jill Willner - cancer 
 Bonnie Robertson - aunt of Dixie Hill, hos-

pice 
 Patricia Erb - sister of Kelly Lehl, stroke 

and cancer 
 Pastor Dean Desilet - friend of Pastor 

Chuck, cancer 
 Klaudine Steinberg - daughter-in-law of 

June Steinberg, health concerns 
 Jerry Carls - friend of Tom Luba, cancer 
 Joy Flohr - cancer 
 Paul Dobrydnia - friend of Tom Luba, re-

covering from a stroke 
 Jaxson Empey - nephew of Woody Haag 
 Juliette Ort - granddaughter of Lisa & Donn 

Howard; leukemia 
 Susan Millard 
 Sarah Hughes - relative of Terry & Lois 

Wegner, cancer 
 Gene Guth - partner of Susan Millard and 

friend of Nancy Millard - cancer 
 Sheryl Dunday - mother of Neal Dunday 
 Carleen Bull - co-worker of Dan Wesenick, 

recovering from cancer treatment 
 Tony Krajna - friend of Dan Wesenick, can-

cer 
 Trista Jo Westphal - health concerns 
 Ginny Halverson - friend of Lehl’s, recover-

ing from a stroke 
 Leslie Larson - uncle of Marta Wesenick, 

cancer 
 Kaden Wegner - grandson of Michael 

Wegner, health concerns 
 Dixie Hill - health concerns 
 Adam Lehmann - health concerns 
 

We are looking for volunteers to serve as 
Slide Presenters, Live Stream Operators, 
and Altar Guild. Training will be provided. 
 

Even if you aren’t sure, please consider 
training and/or shadowing before making 
your final decision. It might not be as 
complicated as you are imagining! Contact 
Dan Wegner for slides or live streaming. 
Contact Sue K. for altar guild. Or contact the 
church office. 

Amy is our Church Secretary. 
She has been in this role 
since the fall of 2009. Some 
of the tasks she does is pre-
pare and put out the weekly 
news, prepare announcement 
and worship slides, schedule 
worship volunteers, manage 
the church office, and is also 
our bookkeeper. 

WELCA 2025 Biennial 
Convention: Love Without Limits  
 
The ECSW Women of the ELCA 
Biennial Convention, titled Love 
Without Limits, will take place on 
Saturday, November 8, 2025, at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in Neenah, 
Wisconsin. The event is inspired by 
Jacqueline A. Bussie’s book Love 
Without Limits: Jesus' Radical 
Vision for Love with No Exceptions, 
which explores themes of inclusive 
and boundless love. This gathering 
aims to bring together women of 
faith for reflection, discussion, and 
spiritual growth. Click here to 
register. 

mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833
https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10132671


Sunday School 

students packed 

snacks for 

Community Meals. 



Let’s go to the High 
School Musical! 

 
Look for the sign up 

sheet at the Info Center.  
 

We will attend the show 
on Sunday, 
October 12, 

2:00 PM. 
 

Our tickets and seats 
will be together. If you 

have a Trinity Faith 
t-shirt you can wear that 

as well. 



Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great 
wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, 
because God’s people have forgotten how to share 
their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the 
first to go into exile when judgment comes. 
 
1a

 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion 
 and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 
 
4
 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 

 and lounge on their couches 
and eat lambs from the flock 
 and calves from the stall, 
5
 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 

 and like David improvise on instruments of music, 
6
 who drink wine from bowls 

 and anoint themselves with the finest oils 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7
 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 

 and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 
Psalm 146 
1
 Hallelujah! 

 Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3
 Put not your trust in rulers, 

 in mortals in whom 
there is no help. 
4
 When they breathe their 

last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their 
thoughts perish. 
5
 Happy are they who have 

the God of Jacob for their 
help, 
 whose hope is in 
the Lord their God; 
6
 who made heaven and 

earth, the seas, and all 
that is in them; 

 who keeps promises forever; 
7
 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and 

food to those who hunger. 
 The Lord sets the captive free. 
8
 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the righteous. 
9
 The Lord cares for the stranger; 

 the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frus-
trates the way of the wicked. 
10

 The Lord shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all genera-
tions. Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at 
his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His 
priorities will be different from those of people who 
merely want to be rich. 
 
6
 Of course, there is great gain in godliness com-

bined with contentment, 
7
 for we brought nothing into 

the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 
8
 but 

if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
these. 

9
 But those who want to be rich fall into temp-

tation and are trapped by many senseless and harm-
ful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruc-
tion. 

10
 For the love of 

money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be 
rich some have wan-
dered away from the 
faith and pierced 
themselves with 
many pains. 
 
11

 But as for you, 
man of God, shun all 
this; pursue right-
eousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 

12
 Fight the good 

fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called and for which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

13
 In 

the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and 
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 

14
 to 

keep the commandment without spot or blame until 
the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

15
 which 

he will bring about at the right time—he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

16
 It is he alone who has immortality 

and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eter-
nal dominion. Amen. 
 



17
 As for those who in the present age are rich, com-

mand them not to be haughty or to set their hopes on 
the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who rich-
ly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

18
 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, gener-
ous, and ready to share, 

19
 thus storing up for them-

selves the treasure of a good foundation for the fu-
ture, so that they may take hold of the life that really 
is life. 
 
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted 
up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus 
makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is 
not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 
 

[Jesus said:] 
19

 “There was a rich 
man who was 
dressed in purple 
and fine linen and 
who feasted sump-
tuously every day. 

20

 And at his gate lay 
a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered 
with sores, 

21
 who 

longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s 
table; even the dogs 
would come and lick 

his sores. 
22

 The poor man died and was carried 
away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 

23
 In Hades, where he 

was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 

24
 He 

called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 

25
 

But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus 
in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in agony. 

26
 Besides all this, be-

tween you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.’ 

27
 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to 

my father’s house 
28

 for I have five brothers—that he 
may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 

29
 Abraham replied, ‘They have 

Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 
30

 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from 
the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

31
 He said to 

him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead.’ ” 

 

What a Ride! 

I love roller coasters. 

It was quite convenient that Six Flags Great America 
was only about 40 minutes from our home in Racine 
growing up. 

I remember when it first opened in 1976. 

I was eight years old. 

Nearly every year I went with my sister. 

What was nice was that since my brother worked 
there during his college years we would get in for 
free! 

We would get there right when it opened at 10:00 
and dash off to the roller coasters. 

We usually went on Mondays when it was not so 
crowded. 

Sometimes we got to ride our favorite coaster 6 or 7 
times! 

First it was the 
Demon. 

Then Raging 
Bull became 
our favorite. 

Throughout the 
ride I would 
Cling to the re-
straint through 
all of the ups 
and downs and twists and turns. 

Clinging to the restraint eased my mind and allowed 
me to enjoy the moment. 

We would often stay there until closing time at 10:00. 

Later on I would take our kids there. 

Even though I was getting older the kid in me en-
joyed almost every moment. 

It has been said that life can be compared to a roller 
coaster ride. There are ups, downs, curves, and all 



sorts of twists and turns we cannot control. However, 
the roller coaster is still headed to its designed end. 
We like believing that we have a sense of control 
over our own lives. But, we discover that control is 
really an illusion. All it takes is one bad doctor report, 
a strained relationship, a car wreck, a pandemic, a 
natural disaster, or a downturn in the job market to 
reveal how little control we have over our lives. 

What do we cling to through it all? 

The answer we get from Scripture is obviously we 
cling to God. 

This is easier said than done. 

As we look at I Timothy again this week we see 
more words of counsel to a struggling church. 

The church is on a roller coaster ride trying to grow 
in the midst of an oppressive Roman Empire. 

The church also struggled with false teachers who 
were leading  

people astray. 

They were struggling with staying on course, what to 
cling to. 

Life was not easy. 

The author says  

“pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endur-
ance, gentleness.  Fight the good fight of the faith; 
take hold of the eternal life to which you were called” 

Notice it says “take hold of the eternal life to which 
you are called.” 

This is referring to taking hold of the relationship with 
God. 

As with today, people were struggling with what to 
cling to. 

The world was all about money and power and so-
cial status. 

Many clung to money as their god. 

Is this much different than today? 

I Timothy says “the love of money is the root of all 
evil.” 

The church is 
reminded to 
turn to Christ, 
not worldly 
values such 
as greed, sta-
tus seeking, 
selfishness. 

These get us 
to focus on 

ourselves and our own abilities. 

These get us off track. 

Instead the writer encourages the church to be con-
tent with their worldly goods and place their hope, 
trust, and confidence in Jesus. 

Nothing else can satisfy. 

Contentment is surrendering to Christ. Clinging to 
him. 

One of my favorite theologians Carl Braaten de-
scribed faith as “the self-surrendering commitment to 
the transcendent reality of God.” 

It is trusting in God through our roller coaster lives. 

God is with us through all of the twists and turns and 
hills and valleys. 

We can take one day at a time clinging to Jesus and 
allowing him to keep us on track. 

His death and resurrection assure us that he is relia-
ble, trustworthy, and faithful. 

He’s not just along for the ride, he gets us through it! 
Amen 

 

Ushers 
Kirk Van Dreel, Cindy Wolford 

 

Lector 
Dawn Hess 

 

Communion Assistant 
Dawn Hess 

 

Musician 
Alive Band 

 

Slides 
Laura Thompson 

 

Livestream 
David Newton 

 

Altar Guild 
Carol Cleveland, Cindy Wolford 

 




