
Sunday, May 19 
 

Capital Funds Campaign 
Celebration Potluck 

 

Sign up at the Info Center 

May 2, 2024 
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S E C R E T A R Y :  A M Y  V A N  D R E E L  T R I N I T Y . N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  
C H I L D R E N ’ S  F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  C O O R D I N A T O R :  A N G E L A  K U E C H L E R  

F A M I L Y F A I T H . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  

 

Sunday, May 5 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Story Time 10 AM 

 Sunday School 10 AM 
 

Monday, May 6 
  

Tuesday, May 7 
 

Wednesday, May 8 

 Worship Committee 5:30 PM 

 Confirmation Class 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, May 9 

 Bible Study 9 AM 

 Quilting 10 AM 

 Comfort Crafts 5:30 PM 

 Carport Clutch 6:00 PM 
 

Friday, May 10 
 

Saturday, May 11 
 

Sunday, May 12 Mother’s Day 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Story Time 10 AM 

 Sunday School 10 AM 
 

Click here for the most current calendar.  
Click here for worship. 

Office Hours: 
8 AM - 12 noon 

Monday - Thursday 
Other times by appointment 

Attention Families of 2024 Graduates. 
 

We want to recognize all graduates of 
Trinity at worship on Sunday May 19th. 
 

Send the following information to trinity.newlondon@gmail.com: 
School/University, picture of the graduate, and their future plans. 

What is the most meals served at a community meal? 
 

I was asked this week, “What is the most meals served at a commu-
nity meal?” I looked through our records. There were 225 meals 
served at the October meal in 2020. We came close to that number 
this past week by serving 223 meals! 

 

Our next community meal is Wednesday, May 
29. Grilled hotdogs will be served. 

 

Donations needed for the March meal are: 
 Healthy snacks (e.g. raisins, craisins, dried 
fruit, granola/protein bars, jerky, etc.)  
 Desserts (packaged or homemade) 
 PLEASE NO NUTS and NO ITEMS RE-
QUIRING REFRIGERATION.  
 

Place donations in the bin outside of church. 

http://WWW.TRINITYNEWLONDON.COM
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833
tel://920-273-5105
mailto:pastor.trinitynewlondon@gmail.com
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
mailto:FAMILYFAITH.TRINITYNEWLONDON@GMAIL.COM
https://sites.google.com/view/trinitynewlondon/calendar?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE8ikjdmDJVFIZycie0hd0Q/videos
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com


 

 Pastor Mary Bauer & family - First English 

- Appleton; home fire 

 Jeremy & Julia Martinson - friend of Amy 

Kuehl, Jeremy is recovering from surgery 

 Pastor Paul Thompson - brother of Pastor 

Chuck 

 Tony Krajna - friend of Dan Wesenick, 

cancer 

 Jim Schmidt - friend of Dyreson’s, recov-

ering from surgery 

 Shelley Langkau - cousin of Vigil’s, can-

cer 

 Bryan Price - friend of Vigil’s, cancer 

 Kristin - friend of Kelly Newton, health 

concerns 

 Sue Luba - recovering from surgery 

 Carla Fulcer-friend of Sue Luba, cancer 

 Keith Krueger 

 Mary Jo Driessen - friend of Wesenick’s, 

cancer 

 Paul Bock - recovering from surgery 

 Brian Miller - health issues 

 Trista Jo Westphal - health concerns 

 Ginny Halverson - friend of Lehl’s, recov-

ering from a stroke 

 Peter H. - friend of Dyreson’s, leukemia 

 Julie Smith - daughter of Jean Smith, 

recovering from transplant surgery 

 Leslie Larson - uncle of Marta Wesenick, 

cancer 

 Mike Loppnow - cancer 

 Beth Cochran - friend of Dan Wegner, 

health concerns 

 Kaden Wegner - grandson of Michael 

Wegner, health concerns 

 Pastor Dean Desilet - friend of Pastor 

Chuck, health concerns 

 Dixie Hill - health concerns 

 Jill Maus - sister-in-law of Denise Knud-

sen, cancer 

 Adam Lehmann - health concerns 

 Dawn Haag - cancer 

Scheduling worship leaders for the summer 
will begin soon. Are you currently volunteering 

but need or want to change your status in 
some way? Do you have Sundays when you 

know you will be unavailable or Sundays when 
you know you’d like to be scheduled? Are you 
not currently volunteering, but would like to 

share your gifts as a lector, usher, communion 
assistant, slides presenter, or live streamer? 

 
Please notify the church office 

by Monday, May 13th. 

mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a 
Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes 
upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclu-
sively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon all who heard the word. 

45
The circumcised be-

lievers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, 

46
for they heard them speaking 

in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” 

48
So he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 
 
Psalm 98 
1
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has 

done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victo-
ry. 
2
O Lord, you have made known your victory, 

 you have revealed your righteousness in the 
sight of the nations. 
3
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel; 
 all the ends of 
the earth have 
seen the victory of 
our God. 
4
Shout with joy to 

the Lord, all you 
lands; 
 lift up your voice, 
rejoice, and sing. 
5
Sing to 

the Lord with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

 the world and those who dwell therein. 
8
Let the rivers clap their hands, 

 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
who comes to judge the earth. 
9
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 

 and the peoples with equity. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and 
love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus 
the world is conquered not through military might but 
through love and faith. 
 
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 

been born of God, and everyone who loves the par-
ent loves the child. 

2
By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 

3
For the love of God is this, that we 

obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 

4
for whatever is born of God 

conquers the 
world. And this 
is the victory 
that conquers 
the world, our 
faith. 

5
Who is it 

that conquers 
the world but 
the one who be-
lieves that Je-
sus is the Son 
of God? 
 
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Je-

sus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, 
for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
Gospel: John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testi-
mony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 
Here, he repeats the most important of all his com-
mands, that they love one another. 
 
[Jesus said:] 

9
“As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you; abide in my love. 
10

If you keep my com-
mandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 

11
I have said these things to you so that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 
12

“This is my commandment, that you love one an-



other as I have loved you. 
13

No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 

16
You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. 

17
I am giving you these com-

mands so that you may love one another.” 
 
 
 

Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

There’s a story from World War I, of two friends who 
were inseparable. They had enlisted together, 
trained together, were shipped overseas together 
and fought side-by-side in the trenches. During an 
attack, one of the men was critically wounded in a 
field filled with barbed wire obstacles, and he was 
unable to crawl back to his foxhole. The entire area 
was under a withering enemy crossfire, and it was 
suicidal to try to reach him. Yet his friend decided to 
try. Before he could get out of his own trench, he 
sergeant yanked him back inside and ordered him 
not to go. "It’s too late. You can’t do him any good 
and you’ll only get yourself killed." 

A few minutes later, the officer turned his back, and 
instantly the man was gone after his friend. A few 
minutes later, he staggered back, mortally wounded, 
with his friend, now dead, in his arms. The sergeant 
was both angry and deeply moved. "What a waste," 
he blurted out. "He’s dead and you’re dying. It just 
wasn’t worth it." 

With almost his last breath, the dying man replied, 

"Oh, yes, it was, Sarge. When I got to him, the only 
thing he said was, ’I knew you’d come, Jim!" 

This is true friendship. While most of us are not fac-
ing life or death situations such as this, we all know 
who our true friends are when the going gets tough. 
This is what Jesus means when he is talking about 
laying down one’s life for one’s friends: to be present 
for each other in times of threat and crisis. You know 
who your true friends are when you are facing a cri-
sis. There are many who claim to be friends but 
when the going gets tough they are not there. 

“Friends” on Facebook or social media may not nec-
essarily be real. 

I found this illustration kind of telling: 

Many often judge themselves by how many “friends” 
they have on Facebook and how many “likes” they 
get on their posts. 

Social media can be helpful in forming connections 
and sharing events. 

However, Jesus offers us real, authentic relationship. 

Note that Jesus does not say, “Lay down your life for 
me” but “for your friends.” To be Jesus’ friend is to 
be loved by him and then to love as Jesus has loved. 

Jesus is not talking about transactional relationships. 
He is talking about something deeper. 

A transactional relationship is a business one, where 
each person does things for the other, expecting to 
get something in return. 



Have you ever heard “If you are really my friend you 
would do this?” 

“I’ll be your friend if you do this or that for me.” 

Jesus is talking about relationships based on genu-
ine love that produce actions naturally. 

Jesus is not a mob boss who demands loyalty and 
dumps you if you do not give him want he wants. 

Jesus is talking about unconditional love. 

Jesus’ love for us comes from the heart. 

Imagine if on Mother’s Day we give our moms a gift 
and say “I’m giving you this because it’s Mother’s 
Day and this is what I am supposed to do and these 
flowers were on sale.” 

I do not believe the response would be very favora-
ble. 

Jesus’ love for us comes straight from the heart. 

Jesus has an unconditional love for us that produces 
joy. 

We can live one another out of joy. 

Living out the love of Jesus produces joy. 

That is why when we accept that we have been ac-
cepted by Jesus we can live out his joy. 

That’s what I experience here at Trinity. 

I see the love of God put into action. 

I see the joy of living out God’s love in the many min-
istries here. 

I see people serving out of love and joy. 

We lift each other up even when we do not feel joyful 
because Jesus’ love is much more than a feeling. 

Jesus has chosen us to be his friends. 

Through him we serve one another, out of love that 
comes straight out of the heart of our crucified and 
risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Serving at worship on Sunday 

 

Ushers 
Bill Krejcarek, Peter Kurth 

 

Lector 
Cherine Gagnow 

 

Communion Assistant 
Cherine Gagnow 

 

Slides 
David Newton 

 

Livestream 
Ron Flohr 

 

Altar Guild 
Carol Cleveland, Cindy Wolford 

O Lord Jesus Christ, in obedience to your holy claim upon 
me, I give myself anew to you this day. All that I am, all 
that I have, to be totally used for your using. Take me 

away from myself and use me up, as you will, when you 
will, where you will, and with whom you will. Amen. 


