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There is no escaping the fact: winter is 
almost here and it’s not an excuse to 
stay indoors! Our staff and volunteers 
are gearing up for a few months of 
winter fun at Mosquito Hill Nature 
Center (MHNC). Instead of daydreaming 
about time in the tropics or curling into 
the fetal position, check out some of the 
great activities we have scheduled. Take 
a break from the holiday planning and 
spend a day in the field 
with us as we tally birds 
during the Shiocton Area 
Christmas Bird Count on 
December 16. This annual 
census of winter resident 
birds has been taking 
place since 1905. 

This year, we will hold our 
inaugural Fat Tire Bike 
Race in conjunction with 
Winter Family Fun Day on January 
28th. From noon until 3:00 PM our 
winter festival will feature outdoor and 
indoor activities for all ages. Warm up 
with chili and hot chocolate. At 2:00 PM, 
join us at the starting line to cheer on 
participants in the Mosquito Hill Fat 
Tire Bike Race. Torchlight snowshoe 
walks are also planned for January and 
February. Take an after dark walk on 
your own and enjoy a hot beverage when 
you return. There will be naturalist-led 
snowshoe hikes as well as other outdoor 
programs throughout the season. 

More information on all these programs 
(and some others just for you cocooning 

types) may be found on pages 4-5, or 
visit the Mosquito Hill web site: www.
mosquitohill.com.

If you’re the adventurous type that prefers 
solitude to crowds, you can explore 441 
acres of bottomland hardwood forest 
and upland terrain on snowshoes. 
The property features more than three 
miles of trails that meander through 

marshes, over frozen 
oxbow ponds (weather 
permit t ing ),  through 
acres of prairie and to the 
summit of Mosquito Hill. 
Snowshoeing also offers 
wildlife viewing without 
the buzz of mosquitoes. 
Bring your own snowshoes 
or rent a pair of ours. If 
cross country skiing is 
more your forte’ bring 

your skis and travel our scenic trail 
that circles Mosquito Hill. If you enjoy 
breaking new trail, then our XC-ski trail 
is just for you; it isn’t groomed but is well 
marked and offers some spectacular 
scenery. (Sorry, we don’t rent skis.) 
Winter is the perfect time to explore 
parts of the nature center property that 
you probably haven’t seen before or that 
simply aren’t accessible during the rest 
of the year.

Visit MHNC this winter to see it from 
a whole new perspective. Find out, 
first hand, that it is truly a winter 
wonderland and a great escape from the 
pressures of everyday life.

Mosquito Hill in Winter: 
A Great Way to Beat Cabin Fever

By Mike Hibbard, Director



 2 | View from the Hill | Winter 2022

• Black sunflower bird seed, 
thistle seed and suet blocks

• Gift cards, any denomination, 
to CHS Larsen Co-op, Festival 
Foods, New London Building 
Supply, Tractor Supply Co., 
Kwik Trip (all New London); 
Fleet Farm, Menards, 
Michaels, or Petco, Appleton

Monetary gifts to purchase 
items are also appreciated. All 
donations are tax-deductible. 
Your generosity is appreciated!

Holiday Wish List

While you’re out putting the finishing touches 
on holiday shopping, won’t you please take 

a moment to pick up an item to place under 
our holiday tree? We would also be more 

than happy to accept an end-of-the-year cash 
donation. All donations are tax-exempt. Your generosity 

is appreciated! You can also do your charitable shopping online 
using AmazonSmile and AmazonSmile Charity List.

AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way to increase your support 
for Mosquito Hill Nature Center. By starting your Amazon shopping 
at www.smile.amazon.com, a percentage of the purchase price 
goes to Friends of Mosquito Hill. You shop as you normally would 
on the site, at no extra cost to you, and you don't need to 
make a separate account. 

On your first visit to the website, you will be prompted 
to select a charity. Simply choose Friends of Mosquito 
Hill. Amazon will remember the charity that is 
associated with your account for future visits, but the 
charity can be changed at any time.

You'll be able to tell you're shopping from the correct page 
if you see the AmazonSmile logo in the corner of the page and 
"Supporting Friends of Mosquito Hill" below the search bar. When 
you hover over Friends of Mosquito Hill, you can see additional 
information about us and track the donation amount you've 
generated through your purchases.

Tens of millions of products are eligible for donations — just look 
for "Eligible for AmazonSmile donation" on the product detail page. 
At this time, Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 
renewals aren't eligible. Since the AmazonSmile Foundation is 
directly making the donation for you, you won't pay extra for 
anything when you use this service. However, this also means you 
won't receive a tax deduction. 

AmazonSmile Charity Lists is a new and easy way for you to 
shop and donate items directly to Mosquito Hill Nature Center. 
Simply find Friends of Mosquito Hill, add items from our list to 

your cart, and check out – it's that easy. The items will be 
sent directly to MHNC. When you donate items from our 

Charity List, they'll also generate a donation through 
AmazonSmile, plus the purchase of the item is tax 
deductible.

How to Shop
AmazonSmile Charity Lists

• Visit smile.amazon.com/
charitylists.

• Sign in with your Amazon.com 
credentials (customers who are not 
already signed up for AmazonSmile 
will receive a prompt to do so).

• Shop Friends of Mosquito Hill 
Charity List.

• Select and donate items from the 
list.

• Ship to the charity.

Naughty or Nice?  
MHNC Has Been Very Good This Year...
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Naturalist’s Corner

Naturalist’s Corner
Winter Blues 

By Adam Brandt, Park Ranger

Winter can be a real drag to many people. The long 
nights, cold temperatures, snow and dreary days 
can weigh on even the strongest of hearts after some 
time. If that wasn’t enough, it can also be depressing 
to think of all the animals that have left us for the 
season. Even those of us who enjoy the winter can 
sometimes feel down in the dumps as we reminisce 
about seeing toads in our gardens and cranes in the 
fields. One such critter that is often missed around 
Mosquito Hill Nature Center is the bluebird. The 
bright flash of color and sweet song of bluebirds 
always brings warmth 
to the prairie and open 
areas of the property. 
Those spaces are not 
quite the same with their 
winter absence.

Instead of being “blue,” 
we can look on the bright 
side and focus on the 
fact that in a few short 
months these wonderful 
creatures will return to 
our state. In fact, winter 
is a perfect time to make 
preparat ions for the 
coming breeding season.

Nesting boxes can be built and installed, habitat 
can be improved, and new landscaping plants can 
be chosen and ordered. It can be strange thinking 
about spring and summer in the dead of winter, but 
waiting until spring to take some of these actions 
can be too late.

Every year, most of these blue beauties migrate 
south for the winter. However, there are many that 
do stay. If they can find open water and food, such 
as berries, then they will choose to risk it all and 
stay around until spring. And this trend is growing. 
As our Wisconsin winter climates continue to warm 

and become milder, many birds, including geese, 
cranes, robins and bluebirds, are choosing to stay 
instead of taking the long trip south. The ones who 
do migrate are staying away for shorter times, too. 
Spring arrival dates have been moving up earlier and 
earlier each year.

Though it may be hard to make a drastic difference 
on the winter climate from your yard, there are small 
things we can do to help. Keeping full, heated bird 
baths can provide important heat and water sources 
for overwintering and early arrival birds. Having bird 

feeders with a variety of foods, 
such as suet, berries, meal 
worms as well as seeds and 
nuts, are also a big help. 

Planting a diverse mix of 
plants that provide food and 
cover is important. Evergreens 
and low growing shrubs can 
shelter them from predators 
and the winter cold. Trees and 
shrubs that provide berries, 
such as crabapples, dogwoods, 
viburnums and winterberry, 
wi l l often hold fruit and 
provide food all winter long. 

Doing these steps will help early migrants and those 
who choose not to migrate, as well as help support 
the survival of resident birds and wildlife, increasing 
your chances of observing them in your yard.

If you have an interest in learning more about 
Eastern bluebirds and want to plan ahead for the 
spring breeding season, join Park Ranger Adam 
Brandt for a bluebird workshop on February 9 from 
6:00-8:00 PM. We will discuss how to attract these 
birds to your property and how to properly install 
and monitor nesting boxes. Every participant will be 
able to make and take home their own nest box to 
put up in preparation for the spring.
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Calendar
of Events

Holiday Make & Take 
Saturday, December 3 
9:00 – 11:00 AM or  
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

You won’t want your kids to miss this one! 
They’ll make 8 unique gifts and wrap them 
with the assistance of our volunteer team. 
Voila! Your child’s holiday shopping is 
complete. This event is most appropriate 
for 4K – 5th graders. No one younger than 
4 years, please. 
$18/child. Call ASAP for openings.

Wine Bottle Bird 
Feeder Workshop
Tuesday, December 13
6:00 – 8:00 PM

Who doesn’t like to see feathered friends 
in their yard? Come make a decorative yet 
functional bird feeder for you and the birds 
to enjoy. Or make it as a gift for someone 
special just in time for the holiday season. 
Park Ranger Adam Brandt will guide 
participants with building instruction and 
offer tips for successful bird feeding. All tools 
and supplies will be provided.
$35/person. Registration and payment due 
by December 8.

Shiocton Christmas 
Bird Count
Friday, December 16
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Take a break from the holiday hustle and join 
nature center staff and volunteers for a day

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920.779.6433 or email mosquitohill@outagamie.org 

www.mosquitohill.com

Full Moon Snowshoe 
Hike
Friday, January 6 
6:00 – 8:00 PM

The January 2023 full moon, also called the 
Full Wolf Moon, will be on Friday January 6, 
2023. This will be the first full moon of the 
New Year. Join Director Mike Hibbard as he 
leads a snowshoe hike (foot hike if no snow) 
through the nature center property under 
the full moon. The hike will end by warming 
up indoors with hot chocolate. Registration 
and payment are due by December 30.

$10 per person, includes snowshoe rental 
or $8 per person if you have your own 
snowshoes/FOMH member.

Snowshoe and 
Discover
Sunday, January 8 
1:00 – 3:00 PM

What is a better way to get out and enjoy 
our Wisconsin winters than to experience 
it on snowshoes? Join Naturalist Jessica 
Miller as she guides you around the nature 
center property to learn the flora and fauna 
that survive the cold and snowy months 
in Northeast Wisconsin. Registration and 
payment are due by January 3.

$8/person or $12/Household – Registration 
fee includes snowshoe rental.

 in the field identifying and counting birds as 
part of the nation’s longest running citizen 
science bird project. 
Please call to register by December 9.

Snowshoe Trails Open 
and Rentals Available 
Tuesday – Sunday
9:30 AM – 2:00 PM 

Take in the quiet beauty of our lower trails or 
an invigorating hike to the top of Mosquito 
Hill! We have snowshoes to fit just about 
everyone from ages 4 and older. Please call 
ahead to check on trail conditions. Advance 
reservations for groups of 10 or more are 
recommended. 
Snowshoe Rental: $4.00/adults, $3.00/ 
students & seniors; FOMH: no charge. Trail 
use with your own snowshoes: no charge.

Torchlight Snowshoe 
Walks 
Dates to be determined (weather 
and trail condition dependent) 

6:30 – 9:00 PM 
Enjoy a self-led torch-lit excursion on our 
groomed snowshoe trails. We’ll announce 
dates this winter to take advantage of 
ideal snow conditions. Hot beverages will 
be served and all snowshoe equipment 
is provided. A $2 discount is available to 
participants who bring their own snowshoes. 
Watch for updates on our Facebook page.
$8/adults, $6/students, seniors, FOMH 
members.

Please note: Advance registration and payment are required for all programs. To register, please call us at 920.779.6433. You may 
either pay over the phone with a credit card or mail your check payable to MHNC. To check on the status of a program, visit www.
mosquitohill.com or our Facebook page.
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Want to be a 
Beekeeper?
Saturday, January 14
1:00 – 3:00 PM 

Ever thought about being a bee keeper 
and having your own honey bee hives? 
This exploratory class will set you on the 
path towards success and will be presented 
by long-time beekeeper Steve Hupfer. He 
will discuss many aspects of keeping bees, 
such as benefits and reasons, costs, supplies, 
suggested resources and examining the 
important question: is it right for you? 
Steve is a past president of Brown County 
Beekeepers and has a high percentage of 
overwintering bee success in Wisconsin. This 
class will have a maximum capacity of 20 
people. Registration and payment are due 
by January 10. $15/person.

Winter Animal Tracks 
Saturday, January 21
1:00 – 3:00 PM 
How animals make tracks can 

tell us what they are, what they’re doing 
and where they’re headed. Go on a hunt 
with Director Mike Hibbard to see where 
animal tracks take us… across a trail and up a 
tree, along the river, or maybe to a protected 
home hidden under trees. Take one step at 
a time and you’ll learn the common tracks 
we see this time of year. Please dress for 
the weather. Registration and payment due 
January 13. $8/person, $10/household

Winter Family Fun Day 
Saturday, January 28
12:00 – 3:00 PM 

Join us for some family-friendly activities at 
our annual fun day in the snow. Participate 
in the exciting Family Olympics challenge 
for fun and prizes. Play a round of human 
foosball. Young children will enjoy sliding 
down the otter slide and making a winter 
craft; everyone will like the leisurely 
snowshoe walk. Warm yourself by the 
campfire and roast some marshmallows. 
Hot food and beverages will be for sale.
Admission $10 per car load.

Mosquito Hill Fat Tire 
Bike Race
January 28, 2:00 PM Start Time
Ever wanted to bike the trails 

at Mosquito Hill? Well here is your chance. 
This one-hour race course will  loop 

through the various terrains and habitats 
of Mosquito Hill Nature Center. The race 
will be open to fat tire bikes only (tires 
must be 3.7+ inches wide). Race classes will 
consist of Men’s, Women’s, Juniors (under 
16) and Seniors (60+). Registration fee of 
$50 covers entry into the race, a race t-shirt, 
after-party entry for racer and one guest 
with one brat and one beverage ticket 
(additional food/beverage will be available 
for purchase). All proceeds benefit Mosquito 
Hill Nature Center. Outagamie County Parks 
Department prohibits the use of bikes on 
its trails, including at Mosquito Hill Nature 
Center. This is a one-time event and an 
exception to this ordinance.
$50 Registration Fee

Searching for Hoots
Sunday, February 4
6:00 – 8:00 PM
Listening to the hooting of owls 

has to be one of life’s most special pleasures. 
Learning more about Wisconsin’s owls gives 
those hoot calls even more meaning. Join 
Naturalist Jessica Miller as she introduces 
you to Wisconsin’s native owls and their calls 
through an indoor presentation, then takes 
you on an outdoor journey in search of these 
elusive nocturnal wonders. Registration and 
payment due by January 28.
$8/person or $10/household

Yin Yoga
Tuesdays, February 7, 14,  
21 & 28, 5:30 – 6:30 PM
Yin yoga consists of a series 

of poses that mainly work the connective 
tissues in the lower part of the body—
the hips, pelvis, inner thighs, lower spine. 
Connective tissue responds best to a slow, 
steady stretch. These passive poses are held 
for up to five minutes with the aid of straps, 
blocks and other yoga props. This is a slow-
paced class available to those with the ability 
to move through seated, standing, kneeling 
and reclined positions. Pre-registration 
required – no walk-ins allowed. Registration 
and payment due by February 1.
$30/4 classes.

Bluebird Basics 
Workshop
Thursday, February 9
6:00 – 8:00 PM

Though most bluebirds have flown south 
for the winter, it’s still a great time to start 
planning for the spring. Join Park Ranger 

Adam Brandt to learn some basics about 
bluebirds and what you can do to attract 
them to your property. This will include 
information on setting up and monitoring 
nest boxes. Every participant will be able 
to make a bluebird nest box to take home.
$40/person.

Naturalist-Led 
Snowshoe Hike 
Saturday, February 18 
1:00 – 3:00 PM 

Join Director Mike Hibbard for a fun and 
leisurely snowshoe hike around the nature 
center property. Discover tracks and other 
signs of wildlife while enjoying the tranquility 
of a winter snowshoe hike. Registration and 
payment due February 10.
$8/person or $10/household, includes 
snowshoes if you do not have your own.

Celebrating Aldo 
Leopold Weekend: 
Green Fire 
Documentary 
Screening

Saturday, March 4, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Green Fire is the first full-length, high 
definition documentary ever made about 
legendary conservationist Aldo Leopold. 
The film shares highlights from Leopold’s 
life and extraordinary career, explaining how 
he shaped conservation in the 20th century 
and still inspires people today. Although 
probably best known as the author of 
the conservation classic, A Sand County 
Almanac, Leopold is also renowned for his 
work as an educator, philosopher, forester, 
ecologist and wilderness advocate.
No charge.

Build Your Own 
Leopold Inspired Chair 
Saturday, March 4
1:00 – 4:00 PM 

Build a comfortable, cedar tone treated 
lumber, outdoor chair inspired by the 
popular Aldo Leopold benches that are used 
at MHNC. Materials will be pre-cut and ready 
to assemble with assistance from instructor, 
Mosquito Hill Director Mike Hibbard. The 
chairs will last outdoors for years with no 
upkeep necessary, weathering gracefully as 
the years roll on. Registration and payment 
due February 17.
$45/chair, $80/pair
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Harvest Moon Fest 
Recap

With more than 700 people in attendance (50 
of those were volunteers), Harvest Moon Fest on 
October 8 was a success! After a two-year hiatus 
due to the pandemic, the biggest annual event 
at the nature center returned in full force. The 
weather cooperated, with the exception of some 
gusty winds, which allowed visitors to spend 
more time outside viewing the night sky through 
telescopes, take 375 tractor-pulled wagon rides, 
walk through a sea of 80 carved jack-o-lanterns 
with a hot apple cider in hand, and eat more than 
200 s’mores by the bonfire. Thanks to all of our 
visitors and volunteers that made the evening 
such a success. See you all in 2023! Photo Credit: Mike Hibbard

Labor and Learn: Connecting with Our 
Community through Service Learning

By Jessica Miller, Naturalist
I recently heard a statistic on a podcast: over the 
next 15 years, 10,000 people each day will retire 
from their careers. While I’m pretty sure that the 
majority of new retirees will joyfully partake in 
that “vacation” feeling the first year, I can only 
assume that with the extended freedom comes 
a sense of longing for more structure, belonging 
and responsibility that may settle in down the 
road. With our ever growing list of projects at the 
nature center, both indoors and out, we will be 
offering a new monthly program incorporating 
volunteer service while learning about natural 
resources around our facility. 

Labor and Learn will be scheduled one day a 
month (times and dates will vary), allowing those 
with a few hours to spare and a desire to be 
active a chance to interact with others and learn 
a new skill to help our staff cross off those “to do” 
items. 

Please note that Labor and Learn is open to 
more than just retirees. Have a day off and 
want to join in on the camaraderie? Need to 
fulfill volunteer hours for graduation? Our goal 
is to help you help us. Call (920) 779-6433 or 
email us, mosquitohill@outagamie.org, for more 
information or to sign up to help.

Labor and Learn 
Winter Sessions 
Wednesday, January 25 
9:00 AM-Noon
Assist with set-up for Winter 
Family Fun Day and the Fat Tire 
Bike Race. Indoor and outdoor 
projects will be available. Dress 
for working inside and out.

Wednesday, February 22 
9:00 AM-2:00 PM
Clean and collect data from 
wood duck boxes. We’ll be 
hiking (or snowshoeing, if snow 
conditions allow) to the wood 
duck boxes throughout the 
lowland forest, pulling sleds 
of equipment to document 
last year’s nesters and prepare 
boxes for the upcoming nesting 
season. 
Dress for the weather. Bring 
a lunch to eat in the f ield. 
Snowshoes will be provided, if 
needed.
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Volunteer Spot Light
by Amy Cutter and Jessica Miller

There are few volunteers that have the well-rounded expertise and 
longevity as volunteer Becky McClone. For that reason, we would like to 
honor her for 30 years of volunteer service at Mosquito Hill Nature Center. 
Her dedication and patience are to be commended as she has helped the 
staff in just about every capacity over the years, from answering phones 
in the office to selling raffle tickets at major events. Becky has been on 
the Friends of Mosquito Hill Board since 2010 and has always taken 
the initiative to get things done. She has been the heart and soul of food 
and concessions for many of our public events. Because Becky takes 
charge, pays attention to detail and has the expertise to back her up, 
we all know that she is going to make sure the food is great and that we 
are not wasteful. In 2013, Becky won the annual Jean & Cliff Braeger 
Humanitarian Award for exemplary service to Mosquito Hill Nature 
Center, and it’s no wonder why. Becky’s smile and sense of humor are infectious, easily making her one of the 
most personable volunteers. Thank you Becky for all of the laughs, fun, hard work and commitment, and we 
look forward to many more years of involvement. We couldn’t run this place nearly as well without you!

Volunteer
Voice “Winter is not a season, it’s a celebration.” 

~ Anamika Mishra

Free Time
by Amy Cutter, Office Coordinator

What do you like to do in your free time? The goal 
for us at Mosquito Hill Nature Center is for you to 
choose spending time here. We want you to be outside, 
whether it is taking a walk, a run or a longer hike. We 
want to be your choice location; visit and enjoy the 
interpretive building, trails and participate in one (or 
more) of our many programs. 

We already have a fantastic following of dedicated 
volunteers that have been volunteering their free time 
to some wonderful events. In addition, we have several 
new helpers, including scouts and students, jumping 
in and doing whatever is needed. The Harvest Moon 
Festival was a great success with 50 plus volunteers 
dedicating their free time to make it run smoothly. 
We want to thank all of you who helped with set-up/

clean-up, carving pumpkins and various stations at 
the event. We so appreciate all of your dedication and 
selflessness in choosing us to give of your free time. 
New programs and events will continue to happen, 
and we hope you will all be a part of them in some 
capacity. 

The events and programs that we offer cannot be 
made possible without volunteers. Many are not aware 
that we can always find something for them to do here. 
Students might have mandatory volunteer hours, and 
we would enjoy helping the students fulfill their hours. 
Free time is when we express who we are and connect 
with what we enjoy. Please come out to explore, create, 
and enjoy your free time with us. We look forward to 
seeing you soon.

Becky Behind Bars Award Winner 
Photo credit: Nancy Johnson
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