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T R I N I T Y  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
7 0 9  W  B E C K E R T  R D  
N E W  L O N D O N ,  W I  5 4 9 6 1  
W W W . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N . C O M  
T R I N I T Y . N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  
9 2 0 - 9 8 2 - 5 8 3 3  

P A S T O R  C H U C K  T H O M P S O N  9 2 0 - 2 7 3 - 5 1 0 5 ;  
P A S T O R . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  

S E C R E T A R Y :  A M Y  V A N  D R E E L  T R I N I T Y . N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  
C H I L D R E N ’ S  F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  C O O R D I N A T O R :  M A D A L Y N  S I M O N I S  

F A M I L Y F A I T H . T R I N I T Y N E W L O N D O N @ G M A I L . C O M  

Sunday, January 29 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 No Sunday School 

 Annual Meeting 10:15 AM 
 

Monday, January 30 
 

Tuesday, January 31 
 

Wednesday, February 1 

 Staff/Volunteer meeting 8:00 AM 

 Confirmation Class 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, February 2 

 Bible Study 9 AM 

 Quilting 10 AM 

 Comfort Crafts 5:30 PM 

 Carport Clutch 6:00 PM 

 Dartball at St. Peter’s 

 

Friday, February 3 
 

Saturday, February 4 
 

Sunday, February 5 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Sunday School 10:00 AM 
 

Click here for the most current calendar.  
Click here for worship. 

Sunday, 
January 29 
after worship 

http://WWW.TRINITYNEWLONDON.COM
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833
tel://920-273-5105
mailto:pastor.trinitynewlondon@gmail.com
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
mailto:FAMILYFAITH.TRINITYNEWLONDON@GMAIL.COM
https://sites.google.com/view/trinitynewlondon/calendar?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE8ikjdmDJVFIZycie0hd0Q/videos


Healing: 

 Steve Gohman - nephew of Terry & 

Lois Wegner; cousin of Dan and Kat 

 Daniel Bodway 

 Family of Azim  

 Ruth Kuehl -sister-in-law of Amy Kuehl, 

health issues 

 Sue Holtz - friend of Amy Kuehl, medi-

cal issues 

 Rick Roesler - son-in-law of June 

Steinberg, upcoming surgeries 

 Patti Natzke - recovering from surgery 

 Carrie Doughty - illness 

 Dixie Hill - health concerns 

 Jill Maus - sister-in-law of Denise 

Knudsen, cancer 

 Adam Lehmann - health concerns 

 Carole Ebert - cancer 

 Larry Leatz - friend of Tom & Sue Lu-

ba, cancer 

 Trista Jo Westphal - health concerns 

 Bonnie Wegner - cancer 

 Tina Bartelt - cancer 

 Kathy Feeney Rueckert - friend of Sue 

Luba, medical issues 

 Helen Massey - health concerns 

 Jackie Janke - health concerns 

 Dawn Haag - cancer 

 Ginger Massey - relative of Helen Mas-

sey 

 Sam Ives - health issues 

 

Those in the military: 

 Shane Borree 

 SSGT Zachary Abel 

Trinity Times coffee hour after 
church service is a great time 

to visit with one another.   
 

Is this a ministry you can participate in? 
We need  people to help keep 

this fellowship opportunity going!  
  

Weekly, we need a person to make coffee, 
host and clean up. We also need 
a few people to bring in snacks. 

 

Please look at the sign up sheet by the 
church office and sign up for a week! 

Constitution Review Folders 
Folders are available on the table in the library for review of ELCA 
Churchwide Model Constitution vs. Trinity's current Constitution. 
 

Green pages are the existing Trinity Constitution. White pages are 
the up to date Model Constitution from ELCA Churchwide. These 
pages have just the “*” portions of the constitution.  
 

Take out the green and white constitutions and compare for change, 
remembering that these “*” portions are not available for edit from 
model constitution verbiage. 
 

These sections are the only ones we will be approving to amend at 
the Annual Meeting to bring our Constitution up to date.   
 

Updates to sections that outline Trinity’s ministry will be brought to 
the congregation in working meetings during Feb and March, with a 
final vote on the entire updated and synod approved Constitution in 
April, 2023.   

Email or call 
With your request. 

Trinity needs people to serve 

on Altar Guild. Volunteers 

serve one month at a time 

with another person. Training 

will be provided. Please con-

tact Sue Krejcarek or the 

church office to sign up or for 

more information. 

mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com
tel://920-982-5833
mailto:skrejcar@gmail.com
mailto:trinity.newlondon@gmail.com


Our monthly 
Community Meal 

was grilled 
Cheddarwurst 
or hot dogs. 

We were very busy, 
serving 156 meals.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of 
the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit 
against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with 
a long history of saving acts. God does not 
want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to 
earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the 
people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, 
and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 
1Hear what the Lord says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of 
the Lord, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his peo-
ple, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
 and redeemed you from the house of slav-
ery; 
and I sent before you 
Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, re-
member now what 
King Balak of Moab 
devised, 
 what Balaam son of 
Beor answered him, 
and what happened 
from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know 
the saving acts of 
the Lord.” 

 
6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
 and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Psalm 15 
1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what 
is right, 
 who speak the truth from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do 
no evil to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but 
they honor those who fear the Lord. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do 
not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of 
gain, nor do they take bribes against the in-
nocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never 
be overthrown. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power 
and might, the message of the cross seems 
stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the 
paradoxical way God has chosen to work pow-
er and salvation through weakness, rejection, 
and suffering. Hence the message of the cross 
becomes true wisdom and power for believ-
ers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 
written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proc-
lamation, to save those who believe. 22For 



Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wis-
dom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s fool-
ishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
 

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: 
not many of you were wise by human stand-
ards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who be-
came for us wisdom from God, and righteous-
ness and sanctification and redemption, 31in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by 
naming those who are blessed in the reign of 
God. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 
be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will re-
ceive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will 
see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heav-
en, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 

What Does the Kingdom of God Look 
Like? 

 
Fr. Charlie was teaching his Sunday school 
class. He asked the class, “If I sold my house 
and my car, had a big garage sale and gave 
all my money to the church, would that get 
me into Heaven?” “NO!” the children all an-
swered. “If I did all my priestly duties well, 
and practiced the beatitudes in my life, would 
that get me into Heaven?” the Pastor asked. 
Again, the answer was, “NO!” “Well, then, if I 
was kind to animals and gave candy to all the 
children, and loved and served my parish, 
would that get me into Heaven?” Again, the 
answer was, “NO!” “Well”, he continued, 
“then how can I get into Heaven?” Five-year-
old little Johnny shouted out, “First you have 
to die.” 
 
Wise words from a child are they not? 
Many people are focused upon what they 
need to do to earn a ticket to heaven.  
They think of heaven only in terms of the af-
terlife. 
To many who are suffering the promise of ev-
erlasting life in a perfect place where Death 
will be no more, mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, is quite appealing. 
They cannot wait to go there. 
There are many who believe that there will be 
a “rapture” where true believers will be taken 
up into heaven to escape the tribulations of 
the world in the last days, which we are living 
in now. 
 
However, this is not what Jesus taught. 
He did talk about everlasting life at times but 
his main focus was on how to live in the king-
dom of God right NOW! 
Not simply how to earn a place in heaven in 
the future. 
For instance, the Beatitudes in Matthew are 



Jesus’ description of 
what the kingdom of 
heaven looks like in 
the present. 
In context, the beat-
itudes, according to 
some, serve as sort 
of a preamble for 
the way in which Je-

sus will interpret the law and how he will con-
duct his ministry. So far in Matthew, Jesus 
has prepared for his ministry. He has been 
baptized. He has been tempted by Satan. He 
has called his first four disciples. He has 
taught in the synagogues, proclaimed the 
good news, and cured diseases and sickness.  
Now, he turns to teaching his disciples what 
the kingdom of heaven is about. 
If we really look at them they are unsettling. 
They totally go against how the world works. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, the meek, those 
who mourn, merciful, pure in heart, peace-
makers. 
You might as well summarize the beatitudes 
as “Blessed are the losers, the unlucky, the 
down and out.” 
I could spend all day on each of the beati-
tudes. 
Totally the opposite of how the world works. 
I have a hard time thinking of myself as 
blessed when things are not going well. 
But in summary Jesus is teaching us how we 
can live as people of God in an ungodly world. 
How we can be blessings to one another. 
For those of us living comfortable lives in the 
wealthiest nation the world has ever known, 
how can we embody the beatitudes? How can 
we pursue justice, righteousness, and peace? 
How can we embody God’s promises to those 
that are poor, mourn, and oppressed? When 
the beatitudes are rooted in embodiment to-
day, rather than spiritualized, we can more 
clearly see the ways we could act to bring 
God’s kingdom into people’s lives.  
The Grab and Go Meals are one way I have 
experienced this. 
One small tangible way to make a difference 
in people’s lives. 
Even when there is a language barrier. 
We were able to connect through a physical 
act of giving out meals. 
The gratitude in people’s eyes makes the 
kingdom of God real. 
Sharing common humanity 
When I serve I feel served. 
Goes both ways. 
Listening to people is another way. 
One pastor taught me that when people are 

hurting and you ask them “how are you do-
ing?” they will often answer “fine.” So he 
sometimes would follow up with “how are you 
really doing?” 
Then they would open up. 
Living the kingdom of God is about living in 
relationships with one another. 
We all have hard times. 
There are times we do not feel blessed. 
As Max Lucado puts it: 
“Life gives lemons to good people, bad peo-
ple, old people, all people. Life comes with 
lemons. 
But we don't have to suck on them.” 
Jesus in the beatitudes teaches us not to suck 
on the sour lemons but instead reach out to 
one another in love. 
He calls us to live in the NOW with the hope 
that in the end God will make all things right. 
Jesus, in his death and resurrection has al-
ready conquered sin and death and the forces 
of evil. 
Life is hard, but we can live each and every 
day trusting in him and 
supporting one another. 
Live in the kingdom today. 
As poet Maya Angelou puts it well: 
"If you must look back, do so forgivingly. If 
you must look forward, do so Prayerfully. 
However, the wisest thing you can do is be 
Present in the Present. Gratefully.” 
Amen 

Serving at worship on Sunday 
 

Ushers 
David Newton, Bryan Willner 
 

Lector 
David Newton 
 

Communion Assistant 
Allison Kurth 
 

Slides 
Laura Thompson 
 

Livestream 
Mark Moser 
 

Altar Guild 
 


