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New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 

 Worship 9 AM 
 

Monday, January 2 - Annual Reports Due 
 

Tuesday, January 3 
 

Wednesday, January 4 

 Staff/volunteer Meeting 8 AM 

 Confirmation Class 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, January 5 

 Bible Study 9 AM 

 Quilting 10 AM 

 Comfort Crafts 5:30 PM 

 Carport Clutch 6:00 PM 

 Dartball at St. Peters, 2 

 

Friday, January 6 
 

Saturday, January 7 

 Church Un-decorating 8 AM 
 

Sunday, January 8 

 Adult Sunday School 8 AM 

 Worship 9 AM 

 Sunday School 10 AM 
 

Click here for the most current calendar.  
Click here for worship. 

Don’t forget...all gifts to Trinity need to 
be received at Trinity by December 31 
to be included in the 2022 contribution 
records. 

Constitution Review Folders 
Folders are available on the table in the library for review of ELCA 
Churchwide Model Constitution vs. Trinity's current Constitution. 
 

Green pages are the existing Trinity Constitution. White pages are the 
up to date Model Constitution from ELCA Churchwide. These pages 
have just the “*” portions of the constitution.  
 

Take out the green and white constitutions and compare for change, re-
membering that these “*” portions are not available for edit from model 
constitution verbiage. 
 

These sections are the only ones we will be approving to amend at the 
Annual Meeting to bring our Constitution up to date.   
 

Updates to sections that outline Trinity’s ministry will be brought to the 
congregation in working meetings during Feb and March, with a final 
vote on the entire updated and synod approved Constitution in April, 
2023.   

Thank you from Thompson family  
On behalf of my family I would like to thank all of you for your cards, good-
ies, prayers and well wishes this Christmas season as well as throughout 
this past year. Words cannot express how fortunate we feel to be a part of 
the Trinity family! We look forward to sharing 2023 with all of you. God is 
good! 
 

Pastor Chuck  
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Healing: 

 Family of Azim - Covid 

 Ruth Kuehl -sister-in-law of Amy Kuehl, 

health issues 

 Sue Holtz - friend of Amy Kuehl, medi-

cal issues 

 Paul Pavich - brother-in-law of Carol 

Cleveland, cancer 

 Cindy Wolford - upcoming surgery 

 Rick Roesler - son-in-law of June 

Steinberg, upcoming surgeries 

 Suzie Seehaver - mother of Amy Van 

Dreel, cancer 

 Patti Natzke - recovering from surgery 

 Carrie Doughty - illness 

 Dixie Hill - health concerns 

 Jill Maus - sister-in-law of Denise 

Knudsen, cancer 

 Adam Lehmann - health concerns 

 Carole Ebert - cancer 

 Larry Leatz - friend of Tom & Sue Lu-

ba, cancer 

 Trista Jo Westphal - health concerns 

 Bonnie Wegner - cancer 

 Tina Bartelt - cancer 

 Kathy Feeney Rueckert - friend of Sue 

Luba, medical issues 

 Helen Massey - health concerns 

 Jackie Janke - health concerns 

 Dawn Haag - cancer 

 Ginger Massey - relative of Helen Mas-

sey 

 Sam Ives - health issues 

 

Those in the military: 

 Shane Borree 

 SSGT Zachary Abel 

Need something to do on those cold winter nights? The church 
library is sponsoring a book discussion based on Just Mercy by 
Bryan Stevenson.   
 

"This is the story of Walter McMillian, a young man sentenced to 
die for a notorious murder he didn't commit. The case drew Ste-
venson into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination and legal 
brinkmanship- and transformed his understanding of mercy and 
justice forever." 
 

We will be meeting on the following Tuesdays at 6:30 to discuss 
this book- Jan. 24, Feb. 7, Feb.21 and Feb. 28. 
 

There will be a sign up in the infor-
mation center so that we can make 
sure we have enough copies of the 
study guide. All are welcome. 
Please consider grabbing a copy of 
Just Mercy and joining us.  
 

Questions-Contact Kathryn Moser 
is you need additional information. 

Email or call 
With your request. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9 
God does not delegate divine intervention to a 
messenger or angel. God’s own presence 
brings salvation. The prophet and all who read 
these words join in celebrating God’s gracious 
deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not 
act falsely. 
 
7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
 the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
 and the great favor to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mer-
cy, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast 

love. 
8For he said, “Surely 
they are my people, 
 children who will not 
deal falsely”; 
and he became their 
savior 
 9in all their distress. 

It was no messenger or angel 
 but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the 
days of old. 
 
Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heav-
ens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
 and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
 who commanded, and they were created, 

6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7Praise the Lord from the earth, 
 you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, 
 fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 
 creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 
 old and young together. 
13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor 
is over earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the 
people and praise for all faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near 
the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18 
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail 
to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. 
We do not fear death, because he has con-
quered the power of death. Thus Christ, our 
merciful and faithful high priest, has the final 
say over the destiny of our lives. 
 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pio-
neer of their salvation perfect through suffer-
ings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified all have one Father. For 
this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers and sisters, 12saying, 
 “I will proclaim 
your name to 
my brothers and 
sisters, 
  in the midst 
of the congrega-
tion I will praise 
you.” 
13And again, 
 “I will put my 
trust in him.” 
And again, 
 “Here am I 
and the children 
whom God has 
given me.” 
 14Since, there-
fore, the chil-
dren share flesh 
and blood, he 



himself likewise shared the same things, so 
that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the dev-
il, 15and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but 
the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he 
had to become like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect, so that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins 
of the people. 18Because he himself was test-
ed by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt 
to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy 
of Herod. 
 
13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, “Get up, 
take the child and 
his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and re-
main there until I 
tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for 
the child, to destroy 
him.” 14Then Joseph 
got up, took the 
child and his mother 
by night, and went 
to Egypt, 15and re-
mained there until 
the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill 
what had been spo-
ken by the Lord 

through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.” 
 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked 
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremi-
ah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they 
are no more.” 
 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord sud-

denly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of Isra-
el. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the dis-
trict of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be ful-
filled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 

 
First Sunday After Christmas  
 
I would like to begin by sharing with you 
something that brings back fond childhood 
Christmas memories. 
This is an old Fred Waring album called, 
“Christmas Magic.” 
It was an old record probably from about 
1950 that my parents played every year dur-
ing the Christmas season, especially when we 
had company. Good background music. 
It was cheerful, peaceful music that soothed 
our souls. 
I found the cd of this original record and play 
it in my office at Christmastime. 
Drives Amy nuts sometimes. haha 
I play it because it is nostalgic. 
It reminds me of my childhood, of special 
times. 
Even though I have grown up and enjoy 
Christmas differently, I still find peace listen-
ing to this music from my childhood. 
 
God’s people have always found comfort look-
ing back upon what God has done for them, 
to hear the stories about how God has saved  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

his people over and over again. 
In the portion from Isaiah we just heard, the 
prophet is speaking to a people looking for di-
rection. 
Those who were in exile have now returned to 
a spiritual home that was never physically a 
home, only known through stories and songs. 
The people are unsure of who and how to be 
in Zion. How can they reclaim their identity? 
Through worship, through remembering, the 
prophet seeks to reorganize a people seeking 
reconnection to their physical/spiritual homes. 
The prophet wrote: 
“I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of 
all that the Lord has done for us, and the 
great favor to the house of Israel that he has 
shown them according to his mercy, according 
to the abundance of his steadfast love…. his 
presence that saved them; in his love and in 
his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up 
and carried them all the days of old.” 
Beautiful words. 
These words gave them hope. 
These words gave them a reminder that God 
has always been with them. 
As they are trying to figure out how to move 
forward, how to make sense of their situation, 
the prophet encourages them. 
He tells them to trust in the God who has al-
ways been faithful. 
 
How about us today?  
We are starting a new year: 2023. 
In many ways we are back to “normal” after 
over 2 years of Covid. 
But not everything is the same. 
We have tweaked our worship, not passing 
the plate, sharing the peace etc. as Covid is 
not dead yet. 
On the plus side we are reaching many, many 
people through our live-streamed services. 

Along with just about every other church, we 
are trying to figure out what our new normal 
will be. 
We remember glory days of the past, but also 
realize that times are different. 
We live in a different world. 
We as a church face unprecedented challeng-
es.  
It is sometimes easy to get discouraged. 
That is why, along with the Israelites, we 
need to be reminded of what God has done. 
We need to remember the story of Jesus—not 
for the sake of comforting nostalgia only, but 
for the sake of ourselves and a world that still 
needs him. 
We can respect the past, learn from it, but 
not dwell on it. 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are not 
just events of the past. 
He came to bring in a new world. 
We hear the stories of his life to be reminded 
that he is the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever. 
In the meantime, we can live for today. One 
day at a time. 
What does God have in store for us in 2023? 
Only he has the answer. 
But we know that if we trust in him he will 
show us the way. 
God is always up to something, and invites us 
to join in. 
Are we ready? Are we listening to him? Amen. 

Serving at worship on Sunday 
 

Ushers 
Ron & Joy Flohr 
 

Lector 
Ron Flohr 
 

Communion Assistant 
Jayne Murphy 
 

Slides 
Laura Thompson 
 

Livestream 
 
 

Altar Guild 
 


