
112020 - A Year in Review

While there are a lot of words you could use to sum up 2020; I 
want to remember 2020 as the year of being resilient. It is the 
year we learned to call audibles, problem-solve in a quickly 
changing environment, and to connect and learn virtually.

2020 has challenged us all in some way.  Looking back, we 
tend to judge success in terms of numbers. While the numbers 
for Fox Cities Composite Squadron might be low as we end 
2020, we have no lack of activity.  Why?  Because Fox Cities 
members are ‘resilient’.  You have all continued on in the face of 
adversity.  You have found solutions - and you have shown up!

Our aircrew and ground teams have answered the call; per-
forming multiple training flights and participating in the COVID 
transport missions.  Our Cadet Staff has worked hard to con-
tinue an uninterrupted program with guest speakers, and en-
gaging content. Our senior members continue to perform the 
behind the scenes actions necessary for our squadron to re-
main great.   
 
Looking back it’s easy to think of only the things we couldn’t 
do, and lose sight of what we were able to accomplish. In the 
end I think we will move forward with a renewed strength and 
appreciation for what being part of Fox Cities means - being a 
team.
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The 2020-2021 CyberPatriot XIII season is in full swing and 
Fox Cities Cadets have been hard at work completing round 
one and prepping for 
round two.  Of course in 
the midst of COVID our 
teams have had to shift 
to an all virtual training 
and meeting schedule.  
This definitely presents 
unique challenges for 
our teams, but they are 
excited to continue for-
ward with this season.  
Our 2019-2020 season 
ended on a high note.  

C/Amn Christian Armour 
C/AB Nora Clements 
C/Amn Julia Juedes 
C/SrA Laura Krausert 
C/A1C Wyatt Pershing 
C/AB Ashton Riker 
C/AB Hendrik Steenepoorte 

“ The purpose of human life is to serve and to show compassion and the will to help others.”
-Albert Schweitzer

Fox Cities would like to wel-
come all of our 2020 “new 
members”!  

This year has presented a new 
dynamic for our squadron with 
virtual meetings and online 
cohorts. 
 
We look forward to helping you 
grow your talents and accom-
plish your goals! 
 
Dedicated Members are what 
make Civil Air Patrol great!

C/Amn Tineke Steenepoorte 
C/AB Levi Welsh 
 
Senior Member Doug Milius 
Senior Member Sarah Riker 
Senior Member Michelle 
Wrobleski
Captain David Keran

CYBERPATRIOT:  
SECURING THE FUTURE

The highschool team took 2nd place in the state and our 
middle school team fought hard for a 1st place finish.  The 
2019-2020 competition season was hard fought; our teams 
jumped in with a quick start, learned some new skills along 
the way, and worked hard to achieve success.  Congratula-
tions to our 2019 team participants; C/Major Isaiah Bastian, 
C/2d Lieutenant Benjamin Ruddat, C/CMSgt James Rud-
dat, C/CMSgt Thomas Janda, C/CMSgt Vincent Revesz, C/
CMSgt Benjamin School, C/SrA Andrew Zoglman.  Cyber-
Patriot is the National Youth Cyber Education Program cre-
ated by the Air Force Association to inspire students toward 
careers in cybersecurity or other 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) disci-
plines critical to our nation’s future.  
If you are interested in learning 
more about our program, please 
contact C/CMSgt James Ruddat.



332020 - A Year in Review

Civil Air Patrol, National Headquarters was 
quick to repsond to the COVID pandemic in 
order to keep our members and their fami-
lies safe.  With all 
squadrons be-
ing placed into a 
‘virtual-mode’, the 
Fox Cities Com-
posite Squadron 
aircrews and 
ground teams 
remained vigilant 
in training and 
assisting with 
ground and air 
missions as need-
ed.  Within the 
2020 calendar year our aircrews flew approx-
imately 163.2 hours.  With six active pilots and 
two more currently in training, Fox Cities has 
a strong aircrew that stands ready to respond 

2020 MISSION ESSENTIALS
to missions when needed.  Fox Cities air-
crews flew approximately 10 fertile keynotes 
(military training exercises), a missing per-

son search, and 
countless pro-
ficiency flights.  
Our ground 
teams also as-
sisted in nine 
transport mis-
sions, helping to 
deliver COVID 
supplies and 
election materi-
als throughout 
Wisconsin.  Fox 
Cities Composite 

Squadron would like to thank those members 
who have volunteered to assist during these 
missions.

Fox Cities members assisting with delivery of COVID supplies.

Below:  CAP Cessna 182.  Photo credit: Robert Bowden
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“... to be of service to my community, state, and nation.”  - CAP Cadet Oath

Each year Fox Cities Composite Squadron 
recognizes those members who have given 
selflessly of their time and talents to help our 
squadron grow.  
Without these 
dedicated mem-
bers running our 
Cadet Programs, 
Aircrews, Ground 
teams, train-
ing events, and 
weekly meetings 
we could not 
have the strong 
team that Fox 
Cities is known 
for. 

In February of 
this year we made the decision to cancel our 
annual Squadron Awards Banquet.  While 
we all no doubt missed the stories, food, and 
camaraderie, we still have time to congratu-

... AND THE AWARD GOES TO ...
late those who earned awards. Please join us 
in congratulating the following individuals on 
their accomplishments and thank them for 
their dedication to our program:

Captain Christina Jerred - Senior Member 
of the Year Award
C/Lt Col William Voelker - C/Lt Col Chris-
topher R Koehler Leadership Award 
C/CMSgt Thomas Janda (pictured left) - 
Cadet NCO of the Year
C/Lt Evan Halverson - Air Force Associa-
tion Award for Outstanding CAP Cadet
C/CMSgt James Ruddat - Air Force Asso-
ciation Cadet NCO of the Year
C/Lt Col James Fitzwater - VFW Cadet 
Officer of the Year
C/Lt Benjamin Ruddat - VFW Cadet NCO 
of the Year
C/Maj Isaiah Bastian - Commanders Com-
mendation for service

Pre-pandemic drill practice at Fox Cities Composite Squadron

C/CMSgt Janda receives award
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OUT WITH THE OLD ... IN WITH THE NEW
JUNE 2021 is the official ‘phase-out’ date for all Battle Dress Utility (BDU) uniforms.  All mem-
bers must transition to the Airman Battle Uniform (ABU) as outlined in CAPR 39-1.  Fox Cities 
Composite Squadron does have a very limited supply of ABUs at this time.  All members are 
encouraged to visit vanguardmil.com or to visit local military surplus stores to source uni-
forms.

FITZWATER EARNS EAKER AWARD
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel James Fitzwater 
completed all of the requirements for and 
earned the General Ira C. Eaker Award, and 
promotion to Cadet Lieutenant Colonel.  The 
Eaker Award is achieved by only 1 percent 
of CAP cadets and marks the end of the 
cadet program, with only the prestigeous 
Spaatz Award Examination remaining.  Fitz-
water has been an active member of Fox 
Cities Composite Squadron since 2015, 
holding multiple staff positions including 
Cadet Commander, Leadership Officer, and 
Cadet Recruiting & Retention Officer.  Out-
side of Civil Air Patrol, Fitzwater has shown 
his commitement to personal growth by 
earning the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy 
Scouts of America program, volunteering in 
community organizations, and continuing 
his multi-disciplinary studies at St. Norbert 
University in DePere.  Congratulations C/Lt 
Col Fitzwater!

C/Lt Col Fitzwater teaches an in-person class, pre-
COVID
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Change of Command Ceremony. New cadets 
coming into the program were also able to 
have their first couple of meetings in-person 
during this time.

Overall, this year has been a different expe-
rience for all cadets in the squadron, but we 
have learned to adapt to the situation. As we 
move into 2021 we look forward to many new 
opportunities such as collaborating with other 
squadrons to do joint virtual meetings, and 
hopefully returning to in-person meetings 
sometime next year.  I hope that 2021 brings 
an increased excitement to us all!  Keep up 
the great work Cadets!

2020 CADET PROGRAM WRAP-UP
by: Cadet Major Isaiah Bastian

This year has been unlike any other in the 
history of the Cadet Program. Even though 
this year has presented Fox Cities Com-
posite Squadron and Civil Air Patrol with 
many challenges; the Fox Cities Composite 
Squadron Cadet Program has not skipped 
a beat. The beginning of the year started off 
ordinarily. In February Cadet Staff held the 
Quarterly Advanced and Basic Cadet School. 
Both Schools were daylong events held on 
Saturday, February 29th. The schools offered 
a great opportunity for cadets to get leader-
ship training outside of the weekly Tuesday 
meetings. It also gave Cadet Staff the chance 
to further their leadership and class instruc-
tion skills. 

Then due to the COVID-19 pandemic all 
in person meetings were postponed only 
a few days before the 17 March meeting. 
The squadron meetings transitioned into an 
online format using Microsoft Teams. Cadet 
Staff was able to transition to these Online 
Meetings quickly without missing any weeks. 
This allowed us the opportunity to develop 
some new activities to use for the weekly 
meetings. Some of these activities include a 
Physical Training Challenge, Monthly Guest 
Speakers, and the use of Kahoot to quiz ca-
dets. 

During the year we held two Change of 
Command ceremonies for the incoming Ca-
det Commander.  The first was held in June 
when C/Maj Isaiah Bastian took command 
from C/Maj James Fitzwater over Microsoft 
Teams. Then during August, we were giv-
en the news that we would be able to have 
limited in-person meetings. This only last-
ed a few weeks, but C/Maj Isaiah Bastian 
was able to participate in a more traditional 

C/Maj Bastian preps flag for in-person meeting


